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2022 Water Summit Recap
• Highlighted the serious nature of the drought for SLCo
• There is no “silver bullet” solution to address the drought
• It will take a collective effort of everyone – residents, businesses,
governments, and others to engage in water conservation measures and
strategies (both large and small)
• This presentation highlights one possible strategy for SLCo to pursue
• It is a collaboration between Facilities, Surveyor’s Office, Parks &
Recreation, Libraries, Aging & Adult Services, and Office of Regional
Development
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Background
Parking strips
A parking or park strip is a narrow piece of land
between the sidewalk and the street often used as a
right of way for public utilities and traditionally
planted with street trees and turf.

Parking lot islands
Parking lot islands are narrow strips that are used to
interrupt the pavement expanse. Primary uses: to
improve the visual appearance, reduce the “heat
island effect,” and shade parked cars and
pedestrians.
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Problem
• Turf parking strips and islands serve
aesthetic & convenience use only
• On average they consume 5,000-8,000
gallons of water each year*
• Most parking strips and islands are
never used by the public

* Source: Utah Water Savers
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Problem
•

The Mayor’s Office
worked with the
Surveyor’s Office to create
a database of the
thousands of individual
parking strips and islands
at County facilities

•

They range in size from
just a couple dozen
square feet to thousands

Salt Lake County Park Strip Database
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Solution
• Convert 132 strips at 39 different County
facilities from turf to xeriscaping
• The selection of the strips was based on their
large water footprint and geographic diversity
of facilities across the County.*
• Xeriscape areas require little or no irrigation
with minimal ongoing maintenance expense. The
strips and islands still fulfill their purpose
without consuming excessive amounts of water.

• Install targeted sprinkler systems at the
Government Center
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*List subject to revision based on confirmation of parcel alignment with applicable municipal codes.
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Solution
• Cost
•
•

Preliminary projected cost: $2,000,000
ARPA eligible funds

• Collaborate on Implementation
•

Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District and local municipalities

• Today’s Proposal
•
•

Solely for preliminary consideration
No action requested today
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Outcome and Impact
Project
• 132 strips total about 3 football fields
in size!
• This will help grow the County’s water
saving goal beyond 5% a year
• Salt Lake County will serve as an
.o “best practices” in water
example of
consumption
• Message to the public: “If we can do
it, so can you!”

Upon completion, the County
will save approx. 5,295,000
gallons a year. That is the
equivalent of roughly 8
Olympic-size swimming pools.
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Questions?
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